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AMENDMEN TS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Cancelled). 

2. (Cancelled). 

3. (Currently amended) A cage member as defined in claim 2 8, wherein said at least one 
arm portion comprises two aim portions which are positioned opposite of one another. 
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4. (Currently amended) A cage member as dcfmed in claim 3, whc r c m engageable with a 
nut member having a first portion, a second port ion and an aperture which extends at least 
partially therethrough, thereby providing a cage nut as sembly, said cage member comprising: 

a body configured to encage the Tint member and having an aperture formed therein, said 
a perture configured to allow access to the ape r t ure of the nut member when the nut member is 
generally encaged bv said cage member, said body defining a base portion and at least one wall. 
portion, said body being configured t o engage the first portion of the nut member such that tfre 
second portion of the nut m e mber does not come into contact with either gaid base portion or said 
at least one wall portion such tha t said body provides a limited range of movement of the nut 
member in three dimensions, said bo dy configured to allow access to the aperture of the nut 
member within the limited ran ge of m o vement of the nut member provided by said frpdy, said 
body further comprises at least one arm portio n which extends from said base portion and serves 
to engage the first portion of the nut member, wherein sa id at least one arm portion comprises 
two arm portions which are positioned opposite of one another, said base portion is rectangular 
such that said base portion has four comers, one of said arm portions extending from one of said 
corners of said base portion and said other one of said arm portions extending from another one 
of said corners of said base portion. 

5. (Currently amended) A cage member as defined in claim 3- 4, wherein said opposite 
facing arm portions define an opening therebetween, said opening sized to receive the nut 
member therethrough when the first portion of the nut member is engaged by said two arm 
portions. 
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6. (Original) A cage member as defined in claim 5, wherein each said arm portion has a 
generally C-shaped portion, said C-shaped portions being positioned opposite one another and 
defining said opening. 

7, (Currently amended) A cage member as defined in claim 2 4, wherein said at least one 
arm portion is formed of a flexible material. 
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8. (Currently amended) A cage member as defined m dailix 2, wliuUn engageabte with a 
nut member having a first portion, a second p ort ion and an aperture which extends at least 
partially therethrough, thereby providing a cag e nut assembly, said cage member comprising: 

a body configured to encage the nut me mber and having an aperture formed therein, said 
aperture confiffure4 to allow access to the aperture of the nut member w hen the nut member is 
genera lly encaged by said cage member, said body defining a base portion and at least one wall 
portion, said body being configured to engage th e first portion of the nut member such that the 
second portion of the nut member does not come into contact with either said base portion or said 
at least one wall port ion such that said body provides a limited range of movement of the? put 
member in three dimensions, said body configured to allow access to the aperture of the nut 
member within the limited range of move ment of the nut member provided by said body, said 
body further comprises at least one arm p ortion which extends from said base portion and serves 
to engage the first portion of the nut member, said at least one wall portion comprises first and 
second wall portions, and wherein said at least one arm portion can be moved to allow the second 
portion of the nut member to be positioned above said base portion of said body and between 
said first and second wall portions of said body. 

9-11. (Cancelled). 

12. (Currently amended) An assembly as defined in claim -H- 20, wherein said at least one 
arm portion comprises two arm portions which are positioned opposite of one another* 
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13. (Currently amended) An assembly as dfrfiiiul in claim 12 wheiciu configured to receive a 
fastener, s aid assembly comp risinp: 

a nut member having a first portion, a second p ortion and an anerhire whi^h extends at 
least partially therethrough: and 

a cage member configured to encage the nut member and having an aperture formed 
therein, said aperture configured to allow access to said ap erture of said nut member when s^ H 
nut member is generally encaged by said cage member, said c a ge member defining a base p orrim, 
and at least one wall portion, said cage member being configure d to engage the first portion of 
the nut member such, that the second portion of sai d nut memher does not wane into contact with 
either sard base portion, or said at least one waU portion s uch that said cage member provides a 
limited range of m ovement of sa i d nut m ember in three dimensions, said body configured to 
allow accgss to said aperture of said nut member within th e limited ranpe of movement of said 
nut member provided bv said cage member, said cage m e mber comnrises at least one arm portion 
which extends from said base portion and serves to en f a ge said first portion of said nut member , 
said at least one arm portion compri s es two arm portions which are positioned opposite of one 
aaa&g, said base portion is rectangular such that said base portion has four comers, one of said 
arm portions extending from one of said comers of said base portion and said other one of said 
arm portions extending from another one of said comers of said base portion. 

14. (Previously presented) An assembly as defined in claim 13, wherein said opposite facing 
arm portions define an opening therebetween, said opening sized to receive said nut member 
therethrough when said first portion of said nut member is engaged by said two arm portions. 
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15. (Original) An assembly as defined in claim 14, wherein each said aim portion has a 
generally C-shaped portion, said C-shaped portions being positioned opposite one another and 
defining said opening. 

16. (Previously presented) An assembly as defined in claim 14, wherein said two arm 
portions have top surfaces, said first portion of said nut member being positioned on said top 
surfaces of said two arm portions such that said second portion of said nut member does not 
come into contact with either said base portion or said at least one wall portion, 

17. (Previously presented) An assembly as defined in claim 16, wherein said first portion of 
said nut member has protrusions extending therefrom, said protrusions being positioned against 
said upper surfaces of said two arm portions. 

18. (Previously presented) An assembly as defined in claim 16, wherein said base portion of 
said cage member has a generally planar upper surface, said upper surfaces of said two aim 
portions being generally parallel to said upper surface of said base portion of said cage member. 

19. (Currently amended) An assembly as defined in claim -H- 20, wherein said at least one 
aim portion is formed of a flexible material. 



Serial No.: 10/674,198 

Ait Unit 3679 7 



PAGE 10/24 1 RCVD AT 5/2/2Q06 3:37:14 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] f SVR;USPTO-ff XRF-6/30 1 DNIS:2738300 1 CSID:3127048023 * DURATION (mm-ss);06-20. 



Fax sent by : 3127048023 



TOEXLEP, ETAL . 



B5-82-0S 14:40 Pg : 11/24 



20. (Currently amended) An assembly as dt s .fiuiLd in tlaim 1 1. wherein configured to receive 
a fastener, said assembly comprising: 

a nut member having a first portion, a second portion and an aperture which extends at 
least partially therethrougfc and 

3 cftS3 member configured to encage the nut member and having an aperture formed 
therein, said aperture configured to allow access to said aperture of said nut member when said 
nut member is generally encaged by said cage member, said cage member defining a base portion 
a nd at least o ne wall portion, said cage meml?^ freing configured to engage the first portion of 
the nut member such that the second portion of said nut member does not come into contact with 
either said base portion or said at least one wall portion such that said cage member provides a 
limited rang e of movement of said nut member in three dimensions, said body configured to 
allow access to said aperture vf Sfrifl nut member within the limited range of movement of said 
nut member provided bv said cage member, said cage member comprises at least one arm portion 
which extends from said base portion and serves to engage said first portion of said nut member. 
said at least one wall portion comprises first and second wall portions, and wherein said at least 
one arm portion can be moved to allow said second portion of said nut member to be positioned 
above said base portion of said cage member and between said first and second wall portions of 
said cage member. 

21-26. (Cancelled). 
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27, (Previously presented) An assembly as defined in claim 1 3, wherein said nut member has 
a first plate, a second plate and a member which connects said first plate to said second plate, 
each said plate having an upper surface and a lower surface, said member extending between said 
upper surface of said first plate and said lower surface of said second plate, said aperture of said 
nut member extending through said first plate, said member and said second plate. 

28^3, (Cancelled). 
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44. (Previously presented) An assembly configured to receive a fastener, said assembly 
comprising: 

a nut member having a first portion, a second portion and an aperture which extends at 
least partially therethrough; and 

a cage member configured to encage the nut member and having an aperture formed 
therein, said aperture configured to allow access to said aperture of said nut member when said 
nut member is generally encaged by said cage member, said cage member defining a base portion 
and at least one wall portion, said cage member being configured to engage the first portion of 
the nut member such thai the second portion of said nut member does not come into contact with 
either said base portion or said at least one wall portion such that said cage member provides a 
limited range of movement of said nut member in at least one dimension, said body configured to 
allow access to said aperture of said nut member within the limited range of movement of said 
nut member provided by said cage member, said cage member comprises at least one aim portion 
which extends from said base portion and serves to engage said first portion of said nut member, 
said at least one arm portion comprises two arm portions which are positioned opposite of one 
another, said base portion is rectangular such that said base portion has four corners, one of said 
arm portions extending from one of said corners of said base portion and said other one of said 
aim portions extending from another one of said corners of said base portion, said opposite 
facing arm portions define an opening therebetween, said opening sized to receive said nut 
member therethrough when said first portion of said nut member is engaged by said two arm 
portions, said two arm portions have top surfaces, said first portion of said nut member being 
positioned on said top surfaces of said two arm portions such that said second portion of said nut 
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member does not come into contact with either said base portion or said at least one wall portion. 

45. (Previously presented) An assembly as defined in claim 44, wherein said first portion of 
said nut member has protrusions extending therefrom, said protrusions being positioned against 
said upper surfaces of said two arm portions. 

46. (Previously presented) An assembly as defined in claim 44, wherein said base portion of 
said cage member has a generally planar upper surface, said upper surfaces of said two arm 
portions being generally parallel to said upper surface of said base portion of said cage member. 
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47. (Previously presented) An assembly configured to receive a fastener, said assembly 
comprising: 

a nut member having a first portion, a second portion and an aperture which extends at 
least partially therethrough, said nut member has a first plate, a second plate and a member which 
connects said first plate to said second plate, each said plate having an upper surface and a lower 
surface, said member extending between said upper surface of said first plate and said lower 
surface of said second plate, said aperture of said nut member extending through said first plate, 
said member and said second plate; and 

a cage member configured to encage the nut member and having an aperture formed 
therein, said aperture configured to allow access to said aperture of said nut member when said 
nut member is generally encaged by said cage member, said cage member defining a base portion 
and at least one wall portion, said cage member being configured to engage the first portion of 
the nut member such that the second portion of said nut member does not come into contact with 
either said base portion or said at least one wall portion such that said cage member provides a 
limited range of movement of said nut member in at least one dimension, said body configured to 
allow access to said aperture of said nut member within the limited range of movement of said 
nut member provided by said cage member, said cage member comprises at least one arm portion 
which extends from said base portion and serves to engage said first portion of said nut member, 
said at least one arm portion comprises two arm portions which are positioned opposite of one 
another, said base portion is rectangular such that said base portion has four corners, one of said 
arm portions extending from one of said corners of said base portion and said other one of said 
arm portions extending from another one of said corners of said base portion. 
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48. (Cancelled). 

49. (Currently amended) A cage member as defined in claim 2, wha ' cin engageable with a 
nut member havinga first portion, a secotid portion and an aperture which extends at least 
partially therethrough, thereby pro viding a cage nut assembly, said cage member comprising: 

a body config ured to encage the nut member and having an aperture formed therein, said 
aperture configured to allow access to the aperture of the nut member when the nut member is 
generally encaged bv said cage me mber, said body defining a base portion and at least one wall 
portion, said body being configured to engage the first portion of the nut member such that the 
second portion of the nut member does not come into contact with either said base portion or said 
at least one wall portion such that said body provides a limited range of movement of the nut 
member in three dimensions said body configured to allow access to the aperture of the nut 
member within the limited range of movement of the nut member provided bv said body, said 
body further comprises at least one arm portion which extends from said base portion ™* **rv^ 
to engage the first portion of the nut member, said body further comprises at least one arm 
portion which extends directly from said base portion. 



Serial No.: 10/674,198 

AxiUnfc 3679 1 3 



PAGE 16/24 1 RCVD AT 5/2/2006 3:37:14 PM pastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-ff XRF-6130 * DNIS;2738300 * CS!D:3127M8023 * DURATION (mm-ss):0M0 # 



Fax sent by : 3127048023 



TFEXLER, ETAL. 



05-02-86 14:41 



Pg: 



50. (Currently amended) An assembly as defined in claim 1 1, whe re in configured to receive a 
fasten s?i4 assembly comprising: 

a nut member having a first portion, a second portion and an aperture which extends at 
least partially therethrough: and 

a cage member configured to encage the nut member and having an aperture formed 
therein 1 said aperture configured to allow access to said aperture of said nut member when said 
nut member is generally encaged bv said cage member, said cage member defi ning a base portion 
and at least one wall portion, said cage member being configured to engage the first portion of 
the nut member such that the second portion of said nut member do es not come into contact with 
either said base portion or said at least one wall portion such that said cage member provides a 
limited range of moveme nt of said nut member in three dimensions, said body configured to 
allow access to said aperture of said nut member within the limited range of movement of said 
nut member provided bv sa id cage member, said cage member comprises at least one arm portion 
which extends from said base portion and serves to engage said first portion of said nut member, 
said cage member comprises at least one arm portion which extends directly from said base 
portion. 

51 . (Currently amended) A cage member as defined in claim 5 4, wherein said two arm 
portions extend from opposite sides of said base portion. 

52. (Currently amended) A cage member as defined in claim 5 4, wherein said two arm 
portions are configured to move independently of one another. 
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53. (Currently amended) An assembly as defined in claim i2 13, wherein said two aim 
portions extend from opposite sides of said base portion. 

54. (Currently amended) An assembly as defined in claim *2 13, wherein said two arm 



55 . (Currently amended) A cage member as defined in claim 33; wherein engageable with a 
nut member having an aperture which extends at least partially therethrough to receive a fastener 
therein, thereby providing a cage nut assembly, said cage member comprising: 

a body configured to encage the nut member and having an aperture formed therein, said 
aperture configured to allow access to the aperture of the n ut member when the nut member is 
generally encaged bv said cage member, said body defining a base portion, said body engaging 
the nut member such that the nut member is suspended off of said base portion, said body 
provides a limited range of movement of the nut member in three dimensions, said body 
configured to allow access to the aperture of the nut member within the limited range of 
movement of the nut member provided bv said body, said body further comprises at least one 
arm pnrti pn which extends from said base portion and serves to suspend the nut m ember off of 
said base portion prior to the fastener being received in the aperture of the nut member, said at 
least one arm portion extends directly from said base portion. 
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56. (Currently amended) An assembly a& defined in claim 38, whciein configured to receive a 
fastener, said assembly comprising: 

a nut member having an aperture which extends at least partially therethrough to receive 
the fastener therein: and 

a cage member configured to encase said nut member and having an aperture formed 
therein, said aperture configured to allow access to said aperture of said nut member when said 
nut member is generally encaged by said cage member, said cage member teffaring a base 
portion, said body engaging said nut member such that said nut member is suspended off of said 
base portion, said cage member provides a limited range of movement of said nut member in 
three dimensions, said cage member configured to allow access to said aperture of said nut 
member wjthin the limited range of movement of said nut member provided bv said cage 
member, said cage member further comprises at least one arm portion which extends from said 
base portion and serves to suspend said nut member off of said base portion prior to the fastener 
being received in said aperture of said nut member, said at least one arm portion extends directly 
from said base portion. 

57. (Cancelled). 

58. (Cancelled). 
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